


{Innapolis Convegntion (Sept. 1786)

= Mgt to determing commereial regulation

== Nationalists called for Constitutional
Convgntion




Constltutlonal Conventlon

*May 25, 1787 met in Philadelphia’s Independence Hall
o All states but Rhode Island

*Supporters of Articles of Confederation missing:

Sam Adams Patrick Henry
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Pelegates
“the well-bred, the well-fed, the well-read,
and the well-wed”

w Tlverage age: 43
® Oldgst: Begnjamin Franklin (81)
® Jounggst: Jonathan ®Prayton (27)
45 Congregssmen
31 loawyers
30 Veterans
31 collgge ed.
17 ownged slaves




*Pecided to replace the Articles

*Clected Washington President of
the Convention
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Supporters missing:
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Thomas Jefferson John ddams



* Virginia Plan * New Jersey Plan
* Nat’l. Congress to - Kept Articles
have power to Intact
legislate when . 1 state = 1 vote
state_s couldn’t « Amended to give
 Nullify laws right to tax,
contrary to Union regulate trade

 Representation in
poth Houses In
oroportion to
population
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“4- The Great Compromise S

« Bicameral legislature

e Senate
» Each state = 2 representatives
» All states equal representation
« House of Representatives
» Representation based upon population

Three-fifths Compromise (slavery)
*South: representation
*North: taxation

«Compromise: Slaves counted as 3/5 for purposes of
both taxation and representation



Other Compromisgs

e Tariffs

» North: National government should control trade
 South: Feared high tariffs, end to slave trade

« Compromise:

» Congress = right to regulate trade, foreign and
domestic with simple majority vote

« Congress = No tax on exports, No interference

with foreign slave trade y '
for 20 years + had to zm\i % A
return runaway slaves & . . i '
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“Remember the lbadigs....”

Abigail Smith ddams (1744-1818), wife
of John fIdams, dglggate to the First
and Sgcond Contingntal Congresses
implorgd her husband to ™, ..
remember the ladies, and be more
Senerous and favorable fo them than
gour ancesiors. Po not put such
anlimited power info the hands of the
husbands. . . . If particular care and
atfention is not paid to the ladies, we
arge defermined fo foment a rebellion,
and will not hold ourselves boand by
any laws in which we have no voice
or regpresenfation.”




Three Branches

Executive

Commander in Chief

«Conduct foreign affairs, negotiate treaties
«Appoint diplomatic, judicial officials
*\eto Congressional legislation

*Term = 4 years, no limits

*Election by “electoral college”

* Legislative: make laws, declare war, affirm nominations,

Impeach executive

Judicial: rule on Constitutionality
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Favor Constitution
Abandon Articles of Confed.

Strong central gov’t., curb
power of states

No need for Bill of Rights

Large republic safer for
personal freedoms

Commercial farmers,
merchants, shippers, artisans,
holders of national debt

Madison, Hamilton, Jay =
Federalist Papers

Opposed Constitution
Amend Articles of Confed.

Strong states rights, curb
power of central government

Bill of Rights

Small republic, common
Interests safeguard freedom

State-centered politicians,
most backcountry farmers

Mason, S. Adams, Henry =
Anti-federalist Papers
(anonymous)






Ratification

By end of 1788, required 9 out of 13 statgs had ratified
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EDEUNT SATURNIA REGNA,

§4 On the ereftion of the Eleventh PILLAR of the grem‘ Na-

tionil DOME, awe beg leave mo/?/murel) to felicstate ** OUR DEAR COUNTS
Rife it

@2 The founa’atwu
gou/—l! may yst

be SAVED.,

The I'EDERAL EDIFICE

ELEVEN STARS, in quick tucceffion rife—
ELEVEN COLUMNS ftrike our wond'ring eyes,
Soon o'er- the wbole, thall fivell the beauteous DOME;
COLUMBIA’s boaft—and FREEDOM'’s hallow’d homc.

Here fhall the ARTS in glorious fplendour fhine !
And AGRICULTURE give her flores divine !
COMMERCE refin’d, difpenfe vs more than gold,
And this new world, teach WISDOM to the old-=
RELIGION here Ihall fix her bleft \bodc,
Array'd in mildnefs, like its parent GOD !
JUSTICE and LAW, fhall cndlefs PEACI: maintain,
And the ¢ SA rURNlAN AGE,” return again,

BOSTON, Saturda], Auguﬂ 2. | waves dafhing againft her fides, the wheels of the

Qinrca Ane Iaft naner (he nlealine intelli. | carriage concealed.  Some of the flags were we!l




Patrick Hignry speaks against ratification of the
Constitution (1788)

"Mr. Chairman, the public mind, as well as my own, is extremely uneasy at the
proposed change of government. . . . I consider myself as the servant of the
people of this commonwealth, as a sentinel over their rights, liberty, and
happiness. I represent their feeling when I say they are exceedingly uneasy at
being brought from that state of full security, which they enjoyed, to the
present delusive appearance of things. . . .

If a wrong step be now made, the republic may be lost forever. . . .

That this is a consolidated government is demonstrably clear; and the danger
of such a government is. . . very striking. . . . What right had they [delegates to
the Constitutional Convention] to say, We, the People?

Who authorized them to speak the language, We, the people, instead of, We,
the states? States are the characteristics and the soul of a confederation. If the
states be not the agents of this compact, it must be one, great, consolidated,
national government, of the people of all the states."

--Patrick Henry speaks against ratification of the Constitution (1788)
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James Madison defends the Constitution (1788)

"I must take the liberty to make some observations on what was said by another
gentleman (Mr. Henry) He told us that this Constitution ought to be rejected because it
endangered the public liberty, in his opinion, in many instances. Give me leave to make
one answer to that observation: Let the dangers which this system is supposed to be
replete with be clearly pointed out: if any dangerous and unnecessary powers be given
to the general legislature, let them be plainly demonstrated, and let us not rest satisfied
without general assertions of danger, without examination....

Let us consider the most important of these reprobated powers; that of direct taxation is
most generally objected to. . . . If this country should be engaged in war, . . .how would
it be carried on? . . . I say, sir, that it is necessary to establish funds for extraordinary
exigencies., and to give this power to the general government. . . .

But it is urged that its consolidated nature, joined to the power of direct taxation, will
give it a tendency to destroy all subordinate authority; that its increasing influence will

speedily enable it to absorb the state governments. . . . It derives its authorities from
these
governments, and from the same source from which their authority is derived. . . . If we

consider the mode in which the federal representatives will be chosen, we shall be
convinced the general will never destroy the individual governments."
--James Madison defends the Constitution (1788)
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AMENDMENTS 1-10 (added in 1791) — Preserves the rights of the
people.

Amendment 1

Amendment 2 -

Amendment 3 -

Amendment 4 -

Amendment 5 -

Amendment 6 -

Amendment 7 -
Amendment 8 -
Amendment 9 -
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Amendment 10 -




PREAMBLE (Introduction) - Explains that the Constitution proposes
to establish a more perfect government complete with justice,
tranquility, and liberty

ARTICLE | - Establishes the Legislative Branch (House of
Representatives and the Senate).

ARTICLE Il - Establishes the Executive Branch (headed by the
President).

ARTICLE Il - Establishes the Judicial Branch (a system of courts
and judges).

ARTICLE 1V - Establishes the relationship between the states and the
federal government. Describes how to admit new states to the Union.

ARTICLE V - Describes how to amend the Constitution

ARTICLE VI - Establishes the Constitution as the supreme law of the
USA. Authorizes the national debt (Congress can borrow money).
Public officials must take an oath to support the Constitution

ARTICLE VII - Lists the requirements for ratification of the
Constitution.



“#=  Popular Sovereignty:

* Limited Gov’t.:

- Federalism:

¥ Separation of Powers:

- Checks & Balances:

- Judicial Review:



- Supremacy of National Law:

% Supremacy of Civilian Authority:

- Additional Principles:



ChecRks and Balancegs

lsggislative executive Judiciary
Branch Branch Branch

*Overrules Pres.
Veto

*Approves treaties

*Confirms App’t.

*Vetoes legislation
*Special Congress.
sessions

«Declares laws
Unconstitutional

eImpreaches Pres.
*Appropriates funds

for programs *Sets foreign polic «Declares exe.
*App’ts. Judges Actions
*Pardons fed. crim Unconstitutional

*Est. lower courts
*Overrules Judicial
decisions w/Amen.
*Fixes # of judges
o|mpeaches judges




Qualifications

* Representatives :

25 years old
« Citizens 7 years
e Term: 2 years

 Elected by voters
Senators:

» 30 years old
 Citizens 9 years
e Term: 6 years

 Elected by
legislatures

Specific Powers

All revenue bills started
INn the House

Senates accepts treaties
and confirms Pres. Appt.

House brings
Impeachment charges

Senate tries
Impeachment

Members may be

expelled by rules of each
house




Qualifications

35 years old

Resident of U.S. for 14
years

Native-born citizen

Chosen by “electoral
college” (same # of
electors as senators +
representatives, how
chosen differs by state)

Specific Powers
Chief of State

Carries out/enforces federal
law

Can issue “executive orders”
to federal departments

Can make treaties, app’t.
diplomats, recognize foreign
countries

Commander in Chief : calls
up militia, directs nation’s
military efforts

Can propose new laws
Can veto legislation




Supregme Court + lscower Gourts

« Each has own jurisdiction
» Appeals start in lower courts

« Supreme Court and Federal judges
chosen for life



Delegated
Powers

_ Inherent
EXp ressed Implied (Belongs to federal

(Stated in (Suggested, but not @ gov’t. because it is
Constitution) stated) the national
government)




Shared or Concurrent
Powers

*Powers not prohibited to the states
*May be used at the same time




Exclusive
Powers

*Belong only to federal gov’t.
Usually expressed powers




Amendments




fi’.’éi?)e Of the United States
Toogle

[n order to form a morg Perfect union,
gstablish justicg, insurg domestic tranquility,
providg for the common dgfegnseg, promotg
the ggngral welfare, and sgcurg the blgssings
of liberty to oursglvegs and our posterity, do
ordain and gstablish this Constitution for the
United otates of Imerica.”




