UNITED STATES HISTORY READING LIST

The Devil in Massachusetts (Marion Starkey) About the 1692 Salem Witchcraft trial
Autobiography and Other Writings (Benjamin Franklin)

Founding Brothers (Joseph Ellis) Specific studies of Jefferson, Franklin….
Founding Mothers (Cokie Roberts) Women who changed America from the home
His Excellency (Joseph Ellis) View of George Washington as a leader and as a man
Democracy in America (Alexis de Tocqueville) Early commentary on the new American nation by an astute Frenchman
1776 (David McCullough) Excellent new study of the era by a superb storyteller…
The First Salute: A View of the American Revolution (Barbara Tuchman)
Common Sense (Thomas Paine) Justification for rebellion…
Undaunted Courage (Stephen Ambrose)  Lewis & Clark’s adventures
Journals of Lewis and Clark (Lewis, Clark) Their own observations exploring the Louisiana Purchase
The Oregon Trail (Francis Parkman) Primary source account of the early west...considered a classic.
Walden, Civil Disobedience (Henry David Thoreau) Influenced Ghandi, King
Plantation Community (Blassingame) Standard (excellent) work on antebellum slavery
Plantation Mistress (Catherine Clinton) Debunks the usual myths of the “plantation lifestyle”
Classic Slave Narratives (Henry Louis Gates) Four very different slave experiences
Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Harriet Beecher Stowe) Lincoln claimed this “started the war”
Gone with the Wind (Margaret Mitchell) Classic novel of the South during the Civil War period
The Civil War (Bruce Catton)

The Civil War: A Narrative (3 vols.) (Shelby Foote) Eloquently written narrative....

“Co. Atch” (Sam R. Watkins) Journal of a Civil War soldier…
Killer Angels (Michael Shaara) Wonderful novel (well-researched) about Gettysburg…
The Private Mary Chestnut (C. Vann Woodward) Woman’s view of life in the South during “the War”
Gangs of New York (Herbert Asbury)  More explicit than the movie, immigration problems during the Civil War*
Pioneer Women (Joanna L. Stratton) Primary accounts of the arduous trip and life in the West
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee (Dee Brown) Classic history of the fate of the Native American
Up from Slavery (Booker T. Washington) Rise to prominence from the conditions of slavery…
The Jungle (Upton Sinclair) Famous expose of the early meatpacking industry
How the Other Half Lives (Jacob Riis)  Compelling documentation of 1890 New York slums...excellent photographs
The Devil in the White City (Erik Larson) Chilling tale of a murderer at the Chicago Exposition

Shame of the Cities (Lincoln Steffins) Expose of crime and corruption in major American cities
Isaac’s Storm (Erik Larson) Tragic story of the worst natural disaster in American history
All Quiet on the Western Front (Remarque) WWI veteran’s “anti-war” story about fighting on the front
Silent Night (Weintraub) Famous WWI Christmas “truce”……

Eight Men Out (Asinov) Story of the “fixing” of the infamous 1919 World Series
Rasputin (Moynahan) Famous “mad monk” who helped bring down the Russian Romanovs*
Forgotten Fire (Bagdasarian) Tragic personal account of the Armenian Holocaust during WWI*
Only Yesterday (Frederick Lewis Allen) Wonderful study of the Roaring Twenties
Since Yesterday (Frederick Lewis Allen) Companion study of the 1930’s
All the King’s Men (Robert Penn Warren) Novel based on Huey Long’s despotic political career in Louisiana
The Worst Hard Times (Timothy Egan) “story of those who survived the Great Depression”

Hard Times (Studs Turkel) Interviews with those who experienced the Great Depression*
The Boys in the Boat (Daniel James Brown) 9 Americans, their quest for gold at the 1936 Olympics
The Good War (Studs Turkel) Interviews with WWII veterans*
Infamy (JohnToland) Pearl Harbor…
Band of Brothers (Stephen Ambrose) True story of the famed WWII paratroopers who invaded Europe
Unbroken (Laura Hilldebrand) Amazing story of Louis Lamperini, survivor of a Japanese POW camp
The Second World War  (JohnKeegan) 

The Greatest Generation (Tom Brokaw) Individual stories of those who fought and lived through WWII

Flags of Our Fathers (Bradley) Stories of the men who raised the flag at Iwo Jima
If I Should Die Before I Wake (Nolan) Fictional account of neo-Nazi’s experience during the Holocaust*

Abe’s Story (Korn) Holocaust survivor who eventually made it to Augusta*
I Have lived a Thousand Years (Britton-Jackson) Young girl’s experience in a concentration camp*
The Man who Broke Into Auschwitz (Denis Avery) Unusual account from a concentration camp*
In the Garden of the Beast (Erik Larson) Story of Nazi Germany told through the eyes of the American ambassador
Hiroshima (John Hersey) Account of the world’s first use of nuclear weapons

The Implosion Conspiracy (Louis Nizer) Fantastic account of the Rosenberg “spy case” 

Advise and Consent (Allen Drury) Novel based on famous Communist spy case of Hiss and Chambers
Marine Sniper (Charles Henderson) Story of the Vietnam sniper….graphic*
Vietnam: A History (Stanley Karnow) Comprehensive….
The Things they Carried (Tim O’Brien) Yet another view of Vietnam (novel)*
Profiles in Courage (John F. Kennedy) Famous Americans
Thirteen Days (Robert Kennedy) Insider’s view of the Cuban Missile Crisis
Death of a President: November 1963 (William Manchester) JFK’s assassination…
The Right Stuff (Thomas Wolfe) Mercury program and attempts to break the sound barrier
Apollo 13 (Lovell) True account of the near tragedy and subsequent rescue of this mission to land on the moon

All the President's Men (Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein) Book that broke the Watergate scandal
Future Shock, The Third Wave, War and Antiwar  (Alvin and Heidi Toffler) How do we deal with a changing world?
Zlata’s Diary (Filipovic) Young girl’s diary of the 1991 Bosnian War*
Hot Zone (Preston) True story of the discovery and spread of the original Ebola outbreak*
Lone Survivor (Marcus Luttrell) Firsthand account of a Navy Seal mission in Afghanistan gone wrong*

American Sniper (Chris Kyle) True account of the deadliest sniper, experiences in Iraqi War*

The Day the World Came to Town (Jim DeFede) A Canadian town welcomes Americans stranded after 9/11
Argo (Mendez and Baglio) How the CIA and Hollywood pulled off the most daring rescue attempt
Only Plane in the Sky: An Oral History of 9/11 (Garrett Graf) Personal stories about 9/11
13 Hours in Benghazi (Mitchell Zuckoff) Inside story of what really happened…

Under Fire (Fred Burton) Also about Benghazi
*Graphic violence (war-related), Unedited language, or Mature subjects (war-related trauma)
Please note: This is by no means an exhaustive list of appropriate works in U.S. History; it represents works chosen for a variety of reading levels, availability, and reasonable length. Should you find a book in which you are interested or would like me to search for one on another aspect of U.S./World History, please let me know as soon as possible. Just remember that the permission slip deadline is firm, so do not wait!

