Edmund Burke Academy
AP European History: Summer Assignment
Welcome to the AP European History Program, an intense study of the principle themes in European History from 1450 to the present. Because one of the primary objectives of this course is to develop an ability to analyze historical evidence and to effectively express that historical analysis in writing, you will be required to read a wide variety of primary source materials. Our studies in this summer will begin with an examination and review of the major philosophical concepts from Classical Greece and the application of those concepts to the “rational” movement which emerged at the height of the Renaissance. In preparation for the essays and class discussions which will ensue the first session of this summer, you will read all three of the following works this summer:


Sophie’s World (Jostein Gaarder)



Utopia (Thomas More) excerpt


The Prince (Niccolo Machiavelli)

In addition, you will read the following selections as part of the curriculum:


Candide (Voltaire) - Second Quarter



The Communist Manifesto (Marx and Engels) - Third Quarter



The Sunflower (Simon Wiesenthal) - Fourth Quarter
These will serve as your texts for the year:



Western Heritage (Kagan)



Modern European History (Viault)



Western Civilization (Sherman)
As you read these books, I expect you to keep a Reading Journal in which you will record unfamiliar vocabulary (defined), questions regarding the material, any notes that may help you to recall important points, and your reflections on the readings, particularly in regards to their interrelationship. How are the philosophies of More and Machiavelli different? How would Plato have regarded the worlds which these two men created?   How are More and Machiavelli a reflection of the Renaissance, and what elements of classical philosophy do they express?

I suggest that you take copious notes, organized, if necessary, to help you remember the various ideas, but, more importantly, I insist that you begin soon enough to give yourself time to relax and “ponder” what you have read. The great ideas in history did not evolve overnight, and your contribution to those ideas must not be formulated hastily. Your first set of readings will prepare you for participation in your first Socratic Round Table discussion in which you will consider the following question:  

What does it mean to be human?

I encourage you to challenge yourself, to embrace this study of philosophy, and to dazzle me with your astute analysis. And, along the way, I want you to have fun...the joy of the ancient Greeks. Now, get those books and start your journey...and welcome to my class!

Contact Information


Karen H. Reeves


kreeves@burke.net (please use this rather than the school email)


(c) 706.871.7091 (Yes, I text…just not at the speed of light…)


(h) 706.554.3700


Website (copies of all handouts): reeveshistorypage.weebly.com.
If you have any questions you may call (before 8 p.m.), e-mail, Facebook or text me over the summer. 
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Read the following pages in your textbooks (Kagan, Sherman), and complete the appropriate assignments by the dates indicated:


	


	Session #1 Assignments due		


Read, analyze the handout, Philosophical Foundations in Ancient Greece. Use it as the basis for your notes from the following reading.


Read, analyze Plato’s, Parable of the Cave (Reeves’ website, APEH, Sources)


Read, use handout above for basis of your own notes on pp. 1-189 of Sophie’s World. 


Skim through Chapter 9 (Kagan), then list (neatly) what you consider to be the 10 most important events, achievements, people of the period…think “game-changers.” Be prepared to defend them in discussion.


Be prepared to discuss assignments in Session #1.


Topics: Greco-Roman philosophy, High Middle Ages


	Session #2 Assignments due				


Read chapter, “Renaissance”, in Sophie’s World.


Color/label map of Italian city-states. (Text, p. 319 or source of your choice)


Use text, Chapter 10, to list reasons why the Renaissance emerged in Northern 	Italy and Northern Europe (Flanders).


Use text, Chapter 10, to complete notes on the handout, Humanist Literature.


Read following PSRs and complete HAPPY:


Christine de Pisan Instructs Women (Kagan, p. 325) 


Pico della Mirandola (Kagan, p. 326)


Michelangelo and Pope Julius (Kagan, p. 330)


        Topics: Renaissance (Political structure, Church, Humanism, Invasions)


	Session #3 Assignments				


Read, take notes on Sherman, Chapter 1, pp. 1-18


Prepare for Socratic Round Table (SRT) on Machiavelli’s, The Prince.


Prepare for a stimulating discussion of Renaissance Art!


               Topics: Machiavelli, Renaissance Art					   


    First Day of School Assignments


Label both political and physical maps of Europe.


Read section in Chapter 10 on the New Monarchs.


Complete all three sets of Short Answer Questions (SAQ’s attached). Type your      answers and label each set of answers as follows: Question #1: 	


							A.


                                             		B.


	    				        	C.	


Note: 	In the event you are not able to attend a summer session, all work is still due by 8:00 pm. Email/electronic failures do not constitute acceptable excuses for late submission. I would not miss…..











