AP European History

First Semester Reading List

The Return of Martin Guerre (Natalie Zemon Davis) Very clever medieval mystery
A Distant Mirror (Barbara Tuchman) Excellent study of everyday life in the “calamitous 14th century”
In the Wake of the Plague (Norman Cantor) How the Black Death changed Europe
A World Lit Only by Fire (William Manchester) Fascinating study of the Medieval mind and beginning of the 

Renaissance
The House of Medici (Christopher Hibbert) Rise and fall of the rulers of Renaissance Florence
The Artist, the Philosopher, and the Warrior (Paul Strathern) Da Vinci, Machiavelli, Borgia…
Leonardo da Vinci (Walter Isaacson) New, scholarly study of the Renaissance Man
Agony and the Ecstacy (Irving Stone) Novel about the struggle between Michelangelo & Pope Julius II over Sistine 

Chapel

Here I Stand (Roland Bainton) Classic account of Luther’s religious revolution

Daughter of Time (Josephine Tey) A mystery story that takes the reader back to solve the murder of the “princes in 

the tower”
Six Wives of Henry VIII (Alison Weir) The political impact of one monarch’s marriages
Elizabeth I (Alison Weir) Classic on the reign of what many call “England’s greatest monarch”
Any of Weir’s books on the Tudors

The Old Regime and the French Revolution (Alexis de Tocqueville) Classic by the French writer and social 

observer
The Great Cat Massacre (Robert Darnton) Tales of French society
Galileo’s Daughter (Dava Sobel) Intriguing exchange of letters between the famous scientist and his unusual daughter
Longitude (Dava Sobel) Story of one man’s lifelong struggle to make seafaring safer
Kepler’s Witch (James A. Conner) “An Astronomer’s discovery of cosmic order amid religious war…and the heresy trial      of his mother” 

Tulipomania (Mike Dash) The bizarre Dutch “mania” over flower bulbs and how it affected Dutch life
Nathaniel’s Nutmeg (Giles Milton) Bizzare account of the spice trader who changed the course of history
Girl with a Pearl Earring (Tracy Chevalieer) The story of the Dutch painter Vermeer
Brunelleschi’s Dome (Ross King) Story of the building of the dome of the Santa Maria del Fiore in Florence
Michelangelo and The Pope’s Ceiling (Ross King) Volatile story of the painting of the Sistine Chapel
The Embarrassment of Riches (Simon Schama) The story of the Dutch during their “Golden Age”
Plagues and People (William H. McNeill) How disease has changed history
The Pursuit of Power (William H. McNeill) Technology, armed force, and society since 1000 AD
The Coming of the French Revolution (Georges Lefebvre) THE source on the causes of the French Revolution
Madame de Pompadour (Nancy Mitford) Story of the famous courtesan to Louis XV
Frederick the Great (Nancy Mitford) Chronicle of the Hohenzollern who created the Prussian military machine
Peter the Great (Peter Gay) Standard work on the tumultuous life of Peter the Great
On War (Carl von Clausewitz) Classic military philosophy written during the Napoleonic era
Mozart (Friedrich Kerst) The great musician in his own words
Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (Equiano) Fascinating autobiography of his life as a slave
Twelve Who Ruled (Palmer) Story of the men who took over the French Revolution
Diary of a Napoleonic Footsoldier (Jakob Walter) Primary account of Napoleon’s move into Eastern Europe

The Gods Will Have Blood (Anatole France) The French Revolution...out of hand...

City of Darkness, City of Light (Marge Piercy) Paris during the French Revolution

The Illustrious Dead (Stephan Talty) The typhus epidemic that destroyed Napoleon’s army
AP European History

Second Semester Reading List
What Jane Austen Ate and Charles Dickens Knew (Daniel Poole) Fascinating study of society during the 

Victorian Era, 19th century England

Against the Gods (Peter L. Bernstein) The story of risk throughout history

The March of Folly (Barbara Tuchman) Incredible military/political blunders 
The Mask of Command (John Keegan) Battlefield leadership throughout history---Keegan is a standard in the field  

of military history
Origin of the Species (Charles Darwin) Controversial landmark work on the evolution of species
Queen Victoria’s Little Wars (Byron Farwell) 19th century wars that made the British Empire
Victoria’s Daughters (Jerrold M. Packard) Changed history through marriage to the thrones of Europe
Hard Times (Charles Dickens) Classic novel about the English industrial working class
Ghost Map (Steven Johnson) Story of the cholera epidemic that terrified Victorian London
King Leopold’s Ghost (Adam Hochschild) “A story of greed, terror, and heroism in colonial Africa”

The Proud Tower (Barbara Tuchman) European life in the late 19th century---before World War I changed the world
Nicholas and Alexandra (Robert K. Massie) Story of the ill-fated marriage of the last Czar of Russia
A Nervous Splendor (Frederic Morton) Vienna in 1888 and the interesting people whose lives crossed paths there
Ten Days that Shook the World (Jack Reed) Eyewitness account of the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia by the only 

American ever to have been buried in the Kremlin
On the Interpretation of Dreams (Sigmund Freud) Freud’s signature work that changed the way we viewed the 

human mind
Eminent Victorians (Lytton Strachey) Classic mini-biographies by the master of Victorian history

The Road to Wigan Pier (George Orwell) 1937 classic of author’s examination of socialism
Red Famine (Anne Applebaum) Stalin’s war on the Ukraine
The Guns of August (Barbara Tuchman) Account of the events leading up to World War I

Memoirs of an Infantry Officer (Siegfried Sassoon) Primary account of the horrors of World War I
No Man’s Land (Eric J. Leed) Combat and identity during World War I
Dead Wake (Erik Larson) “the last crossing of the Lusitania”
Dreadnaught: Britain, Germany and the Coming of the Great War (Robert K. Massie) Arms buildup that 
precipitated World War I 

Before the Deluge (Otto Friedrich) An interesting (and shocking) portrait of Berlin during the 1920’s
The Arms of Krupp (William Manchester) Rise and fall of the German arms manufacturers
Das Boat (Lothar-Gunther Bucheim) Firsthand account of life aboard a German submarine (..this one will make you 

claustrophobic)
Hard Times (Studs Turkel) Oral history of life during the Great Depression
Homage to Catalonia (George Orwell) Author’s experiences during the Spanish Civil War
In the Garden of Beasts (Erik Larson) American ambassador’s family in 1930’s Berlin…
Mein Kampf (Book 1) (Adolf Hitler) or How I plan to take over the world, kill the Jews, and enslave everyone else...
Hitler’s Willing Executioners (Daniel Goldhagen) Argument that the Germans willingly complied with Hitler’s 

plans for the Jews
Sketches of Jewish Social Life (Edersheim) Social history of the Jewish people
Inside the Third Reich (Albert Speer) Memoir by Hitler’s Minister of Armaments and favorite architect
Hitler’s Pope (John Cornwell) Did Pope Pius XII remain silent during the Holocaust?
Churchill (Paul Johnson)/The Last Lion (William Manchester) Good biographies of a remarkable man

Is Paris Burning? (Collins and Lapierre) Dramatic true story of the German occupation of Paris during World War II 
and the role of the French underground in its liberation
The Mind of Adolf Hitler (Walter C. Langer) Secret OSS psychological analysis of Adolf Hitler

The Good War (Studs Turkel) Oral history of combat during World War II
A Bridge Too Far (Cornelius Ryan) Story of the fight for the last bridge into Berlin during World War II
Fail Safe (Eugene Burdick and Harvey Wheeler) Anti-war thriller about nuclear war gone terribly wrong

The Manchurian Candidate (Richard Condon) Brainwashing during the Korean Conflict has interesting political 

effects in Washington
The Things They Carried (Tim O’Brien) A very different, very graphic novel of the Vietnam War
The Gulag Archipelago (Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn) Author’s chilling experiences in a Soviet prison camp…classic
The Cold War (John Lewis Gaddis) Best overview of that period….
A Spy Among Friends (Ben Macintyre) Story of Kim Philby, famous Cold War spy who betrayed his country The 
On the Beach (Nevil Shute) How does one choose to die in a post-apocalyptic world?
Third Wave, Future Shock (Alvin and Heidi Toffler) Futuristic study of a changing society
War and Anti-War (Alvin and Heidi Toffler) Futuristic study of changing warfare
Eat the Rich (P.J. O’Rourke) Interesting solution to the world’s ills (...broad satire)
