Timeline of the Cold War

Beginning of the Conflict 1945-1953 

· Issues: Division of Germany, nuclear weapons, elections in Eastern Europe, rivalry in Asia

1945

Division of Germany + Berlin (center of Cold War conflict)


US ushers in Nuclear Age with atomic bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki


USSR occupies  Eastern Europe (except Albania, Yugoslavia): Coalition Communist/Socialist gov’ts. ruling with Democratic/free market gov’ts. 

1946
Churchill’s Iron Curtain speech (Fulton, Mo.)
1947
Marshall Plan: US extends aid to 14 European nations through OEEC (Office of European Economic Cooperation)


Truman offers financial aid to countries facing “insurgencies by armed minorities” (esp. Communists in Greece, Turkey) as part of Marshall Plan


Truman Doctrine: outlines interventionist policies (would become boundaries of 1948)


Eastern European Western-backed gov’ts. Pushed out in favor of Communist-backed parties (Italy: pro-US Christian Democrats)
1948
US, Britain & France merge occupied German zones (introduce Deutschmark currency)     =        USSR imposes Berlin Blockade to “starve out” the West  =  Truman orders Berlin Airlift to supply West Berliners 


Czechoslovakia: Non-communists (under Jan Masyrk) kicked out in coup by Communists

1949
Stalin ends Berlin Blockade = creation of Federal Republic of Germany (West-FRG) and German Democratic Republic (East-GDR)


NATO formed (mutual defense alliance)
Communist Mao Zedong (1890-1976) gains control of Chinese mainland pushing Nationalists to Taiwan

Soviets test first nuclear weapon leading to Red Scare in U.S.

1950 Korean War begins when Communist North invades Western-backed South (U.N. coalition): demonstrates U.S. commitment to containment

1953 Stalin dies = new era of diplomacy

Korean War ends with division at 38th parallel

Coexistence and Confrontation    1953-1970

· Issues: Begins with “peaceful coexistence” but borders on nuclear war with conflicts in Berlin, the Middle East, and Latin America

1954 French control of S.E. Asia ends when Vietnamese Communist, Ho Chi Minh (1890-1969) leads resistance fighters in defeat of French at Dien Bien Phu = Vietnam divided along 17th parallel (Communist North v. Western-backed South)

U.S. supports Guatemalan coup vs. leader Jacobo Guzman prevention nationalization of U.S. owned fruit companies

1955 NATO agrees to rearmament of Germany = Soviets respond with Warsaw Pact

John Foster Dulles (U.S. Secretary of State): promises “massive retaliation” vs. Communist aggression anywhere in the world

1956 Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971) gives “secret speech” to Communist Party Congress condemning Stalin (destalinization) + suggests “peaceful coexistence”

Poland and Hungary liberalize economic/intellectual lives in reaction to Khrushchev’s speech, but the Hungarian Revolt goes too far and is crushed by Soviet troops

1957 Soviets launch Sputnik (1st satellite in outer space) = U.S. creates NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Agency) = SPACE RACE

1959
Fidel Castro (1926 -  ) + leftist forces overthrow Juan Battista in Cuba (nationalize sugar cane plantations, seize assets, ties with USSR)

1960                Soviets shoot down U.S. U-2 spy plane over Soviet territory (US must admit spying) = Superpower summit cancelled

1961                 U.S. backed invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs (Bahia de Cochinos) fails


Berlin Wall erected by Soviets

1962 Cuban Missile Crisis (“Thirteen Days in October”) begins with Soviet placement of MRBM’s in Cuba and ends with John F. Kennedy’s going “eyeball to eyeball” with Khrushchev

1963                 Hot Line created by Superpowers
Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (U.S., USSR, Great Britain) prohibit nuclear testing underground, in outer space, or underwater

1964 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: Deepens American commitment in Vietnam under Lyndon Johnson (1908-1973) who gains greater latitude in the commitment of troops

1967 Six-Day War: Israel (U.S. backed) gains West Bank, Gaza Strip, and Golan Heights from Arab neighbors (USSR backed)
1968
“Prague Spring” (Czech. Reform movement) crushed by Soviets who then announce Brezhnev Doctrine (will use force to stop rebellions vs. socialist gov’ts.)

Détente   1970-1978 

· Issues: Easing of tensions as two sides recognize existence of each other

1970  Treaty of Moscow: West Germany and USSR establish diplomatic    relations = admitted to United Nations
1972 SALT I (Strategic Arms Limitation Talks) : 1st limitations on nuclear weapons, recognizes nuclear parity, agree to ABM (Anti-Ballistic Missile) Treaty reducing potential for first-strike
Nixon’s (1913-1994) 1st president to visit People’s Republic of China: begins formal diplomatic relations
1973                   U.S. removes last major units from Vietnam

1975 U.S. removes last troops as North Vietnamese capture Saigon, and end war with unification

Helsinki Accords: all European nations, U.S., Canada, USSR brought formal end to WWII with recognition of existing national boundaries + included human rights provisions (encouraged dissent within E. European satellites)

Revival and End   1979-1991 

· Issues: Begins with increased tensions, but administration of Gorbachev helps bring end to Cold War

1979 Soviet Union invades Afghanistan: U.S. refuses to ratify SALT II agreement to limit nuclear weapons + Carter (1924 - ) limits USSR grain shipments and boycotts 1980 Moscow Olympics + U.S. arms Afghan freedom fighters (“mujahadeen”)

1983 Reagan (1911-2004) declares USSR an “evil empire” + pledges to install Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles in Europe

Korean commercial liner shot down after straying over Soviet air space killing all 269 on board (1 American congressman)

1984 Mikhail Gorbachev (1931 - ) new Soviet leader = works toward reform (glasnost, perestroika)  

1987 INF Treaty (Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force): Reagan and Gorbachev agree to eliminate class of weapons from Europe
1988 Russians withdraw from Afghanistan

1989 Fall of Communism as Gorbachev refuses to use Soviet forces to enforce socialist governments
1991              Soviet Union collapses into member republics after failed coup by Communist hardliners = Gorbachev resigns

