WORLD AFFAIRS READING LIST
People of the Lake (Richard  E. Leakey)  Leakey’s story about the discovery of  anthropological artifacts in 
Africa and what 


they reveal about our emotional and intellectual lives.

Origins (Charles Doria and Harris Lenowitz) Creation texts from the Ancient Mediterranean.



The Bible as History (Werner Keller) Archaeological account of events in the Old and New Testaments
The Republic (Plato)* Often called the foundation of democratic thought, Plato’s concept of the perfect government
The Last Days of Socrates (Plato)

The Peloponnesian War (Thucydides)* Firsthand account of the battles which tore Greece asunder




The Nature of Alexander (Mary Renault) Authoritative biography of Alexander the Great.




Scipio Africanus (B.H. Liddell Hart) Life of great Roman general who defeated Hannibal, written by great military strategist
Hannibal (Baker) Life of the Carthaginian general often ranked with Alexander and Napoleon
Art of War (Sun Tzu) Ancient treatise on the art of war by, whom many feel, was the greatest military thinker of all time.

Tale of Genji (Trans. Arthur Waley)
First novel ever written, a tale of courtly love in Medieval Japan.

Hagakure (Tsunetomo) “The Book of the Samurai”; primary source


Confessions of St. Augustine (edited by Rex Warner) Autobiography of St. Augustine and his conversion to Christianity.
How the Irish Saved Civilization (Thomas Cahill) The preservation of Greco-Roman culture by early Irish monks.


Two Lives of Charlemagne (Einherd--or Eginhard--and Notker the Stammerer: Translated by Lewis Thorpe) 

Opposing firsthand accounts of the great Gallic leader.

Warrior Queens (Antonia Fraser) The lives of women who have led their nations to war

The Templars: Knights of God (Edward Burman) The “perfect knights” who fell from grace with the Church

Memoirs of a Medieval Woman (Collis) 
Chronicles of the Crusades (Joinville) Firsthand account of the Medieval Holy Wars

Ivanhoe (Sir Walter Scott) Tale of Medieval Europe
The Book of the Courtier (Baldassare Castigleone) Handbook for the mannerly lord and lady 





Marco Polo: The Travels (Trans. by Ronald Latham) Marco Polo’s description of his extensive travels throughout Asia.

Attila the Hun (Howarth) Account of the Hun invasions of Europe and their infamous leader

Henry V (William Shakespeare) Henry V and his exploits at Agincourt.


 
 

The Prince (Machiavelli) Renaissance treatise on the use of power
Against the Gods (Peter L. Bernstein) A study of the great thinkers who paved the way for modern technology.
The Notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci (Edward MacCurdy)* in 2 vols., includes sketches + notes and the original Italian
Joan of Arc (Pernoud) Includes primary accounts of her trial and death
A Distant Mirror (Barbara Tuchman)* Chronicle of daily life in 14th century Europe. 

Travels of Ibn Battuta (Ibn Battuta; Translated) Observations of the well-traveled Medieval Muslim scholar.

The Praise of Folly (Desiderius Erasmus) Satire of the church by the humanist author.

Utopia (Sir Thomas More) Reflections on the “perfect society”.

The Six Wives of Henry VIII (Alison Weir) Account by one of the leading authorities on Tudor England
Select Letters of Christopher Columbus (Edited by R. H. Major)

Longitude (Dava Sobel) Story of a simple clock maker who solves one of the great problems during the age of exploration.
Classic Slave Narratives (Edited by Louis Gates) Firsthand accounts



 

Salem-Village Witchcraft (Edited by Paul Boyer & Stephen Nissenbaum) Court transcripts of famous trial

The Devil in Massachusetts (Starkey) New research into the events surrounding the Salem Witchcraft Trials.
The Three Musketeers (Alexandre Dumas) Novel set in France during the reign of Louis XIV  


   
 The Scarlet Pimpernel (Orczy) Classic: secretive Englishman saves aristocrats from guillotine during French Revolution.

A Tale of Two Cities (Charles Dickens) Dickens’s classic set during the French Revolution. 
Diary of a Napoleonic Foot soldier (Walter)
In the Heart of the Sea (Nathaniel Philbrick) Story of the sinking of the Essex in 1819….
Shaka Zulu (E.A. Ritter) Leading biography of the founder of the Zulu nation


                                     Incidents of Travel in Yucatan (John L. Stephens) 1841 record of  archaeological discovery of Mayan ruins
Hard Times (Charles Dickens) Dickens’s tale about Victorian industrial society 
What Jane Austen Ate and Charles Dickens Knew (Daniel Pool) Daily life in 19th-Century England
The Ghost Map (Steven Johnson) Story of the terrifying 1854 cholera epidemic
Origin of the Species (Charles Darwin) Darwin’s account of the development of his theory of the law of natural selection


and evolution and his observations on Galapagos Island.
The Communist Manifesto (Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels) Summary of the “world-view” of the philosophical founders 
of modern Communism.

The Proud Tower (Barbara Tuchman) A portrait of the world before World War I, 1890-1914
August 1914 (Barbara Tuchman) Events leading to World War I and warfare in the European theater.

All Quiet on the Western Front (Erich Maria Remarque) Classic, tragic tale of boyhood friends who go to WWI

Silent Night (Weintraub) Story of the WWI Christmas truce
Forgotten Fire (Bagdasarian) Story of the Armenian holocaust

Ten Days that Shook the World (John Reed) Journalistic eyewitness account of the Russian Revolution

Nicholas and Alexandra (Robert K. Massie) Life, romance and death of the last Czar of Russia
The Search for the Gold of Tutankhamen (Arnold C. Brackman) Story of the expedition that discovered Tut’s tomb

Hard Times (Studs Turkel) An oral history of the Great Depression in America.
The Boys in the Boat (Daniel James Brown) 9 Americans, their quest for gold at the 1936 Olympics
Mein Kampf (Adolf Hitler)* Hitler’s plan for the domination of Europe 

The Good War (Studs Turkel) An oral history of World War II.

The Great Escape (Brickhill) POW’s tunnel out of German camp

Band of Brothers (Ambrose) ...or almost any other Ambrose account of World War II

The Mind of Adolf Hitler (Walter C. Langer) A secret, psychological report which predicts many of Hitler’s actions 

Ghost Soldiers (Hampton Sides) True story of rescue from WWII POW camp

At All Costs (Sam Moses) How 2 merchant marines turned the tide of WWII…one was from Waynesboro…
In Harm’s Way (Doug Stanton) True story of the sinking and survival of the U.S.S. Indianapolis during WWII
Flags of our Fathers (Bradley) Story of the men who raised the flag over Mt. Suribachi during battle for Iwo Jima
Treblinka (Jean-Francois Steiner)  Account of 600 Jews who “revolted ...and burned a Nazi death camp to the ground.”

The Man who Broke into Auschwitz (Denis Avery) Unique perspective of this concentration camp
I Have Lived a Thousand Years (Britton-Jackson) Firsthand account of survival of the Holocaust

The Pianist (Wladyslaw Szpilman) Firsthand account of survival in Poland during the Holocaust 
Hitler’s Willing Executioners (Daniel J. Goldhagen) “Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust”
Hiroshima (John Hersey) Account of the world’s first use of nuclear weapons

The Implosion Conspiracy (Louis Nizer) Story of the Rosenberg’s selling of nuclear secrets to the Russians
Freedom at Midnight, O! Jerusalem (Collins & Lapierre) Journalistic accounts of the independence of India & Israel
The Double Helix ( James D. Watson ) Story of the discovery of DNA.

Thirteen Days: A Memoir of the Missile Crisis (Robert F. Kennedy) America’s brush with nuclear confrontation.

Marine Sniper (Henderson)* Most confirmed kills
Vietnam (Stanley Karnow)* Comprehensive work on the war in Vietnam.
We Were Soldiers Once and Young* (Moore) The battle of Ia Drang, Vietnam
The Right Stuff (Tom Wolfe) Parallel stories of the X-15 test pilot programs and the original Mercury astronauts.

Apollo 13 (Lovell) True account of the near tragedy and subsequent rescue of this mission to land on the moon

Future Shock , War and Anti-War (Alvin Toffler) Effects of too-rapid change on society/war of the future

Zlata’s Diary ( Zlata Filipovic) Young girl’s account of the tragic events in Sarajevo

Armies of Pestilence (Bray) “the impact of disease on history”

The Hot Zone (Preston) True story of the spread of the Ebola virus

The Disappearing Spoon (Sam Kean) Unique stories of the elements on the periodic chart….very interesting

The Violinist’s Thumb (Sam Kean) More unique tales, this time about our genetic code

The Cold War (John Lewis Gaddis) Best overview of the Cold War

The Day the World came to Town (Jim Defede) A Canadian town welcomes Americans stranded after 9/11
The History of the World in 6 Glasses (Tom Standage) Impact of 6 drinks on history
Religious Texts:  (*) Indicates selected readings rather than entire work                     
Old Testament/Torah (Pentateuch or Poetical Books)* (Hebrew/Judaic/Christian)


New Testament (Gospels)* (Christian)

The Bhagavad-Gita (Hindu) 

The Koran* (Muslim)




The Book of the Dead (Egyptian)

Analects of Confucius (Confucian)      

Tao Te Ching (Taoist)

The Epic of Gilgamesh (Mesopotamian)

