COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS

Unit Project: Buddhism

Organized religion is often the product of the culture from which it emerges, therefore a careful examination of world cultures will be critical in this class. Toward that end, each student will be required to complete one project per unit, either individually or as a group. Unit 2 (Buddhism) projects will be cooperative, will address the following objectives, and will be subject to the following guidelines:

Objectives:

SSWH11: BUDDHISM: Examines the origin and development of the belief systems of Buddhism.

SSWH12: BUDDHISM: Explains the development and function of sects in Buddhism.
SSWH13: BUDDHISM: Analyzes the configurations of the Buddhist philosophy and its effects on the individual.

SSWH14: BUDDHISM: Examines the importance of ritual in Buddhism.

SSWH15: BUDDHISM: Assesses the impact of Buddhism on other world cultures.

Guidelines:

· Students will work in groups of 4-5. [Each member is expected to contribute to the final product and will be assessed accordingly.]
· Students will be assigned a specific day and order of presentation dependent upon the presentation requirements of the project. Do not request a change in order!

· No two groups may complete the same project…first come, first served!

· Students who are absent on the day of presentation will have to write a research essay (in consultation with the instructor) to make up the presentation.

· All groups are expected to submit (on the day of the presentation) a typed Works Cited list following MLA format.

· Students will be awarded an Individual grade (test grade) and a Group grade (double daily grade) based upon the Presentation rubric.
· Creativity is the order of the day…surprise me!

Projects:

1. Build a model of a Buddhist pagoda or stupa. [Models should be large enough to be seen easily from the back of the classroom and of material sturdy enough to be transported to class. Students should be able to identify each element of the structure.]
2. Create a Power point presentation and teach the class one of the following:

· The Buddha (styles)
· Buddhist art

[Students must have six slides, including a title slide, with bulleted notes and a Works Cited slide.]

3. Draw a detailed poster of one mandala style.  [Color, design, and detail are important, and drawing should fill the entire poster space. Be prepared to explain all elements of the drawing.]
4. Prepare a traditional meal from one of the following cultures: China, Japan, Vietnam (or SE Asia), or Korea. [This may be an entire meal or several “treats” for the class.  Please be sure to list the recipe and all ingredients so that potentially harmful allergic reactions may be avoided.]
5. Create a travel brochure guiding visitors to at least 5 different Buddhist holy sites. [Any creative word processing program may be used.  The copy submitted to the instructor must be in color. Class copies (30) may be in black and white.]
6. Demonstrate the elements of Yoga as they express the Buddhist ideal. [Must include an explanation of accompanying mudras and the meaning of each pose.]
7. Design/illustrate a “book” of Buddhist poetry or analects. [Each poem/saying should be accompanied by a simple explanation of the Buddhist elements of the writing. Illustrations should be varied and illustrative of the Zen philosophy.]
8. Design a “music video” of Buddhist mantras or music appropriate to the relevant cultures. [Professionalism in production is important and sound levels must be adequate for demonstration in the classroom.]

9. Create a “board game” illustrating Buddhist principles. [Laminated copies will be necessary for 6 groups of players. Be sure to include any “parts” necessary, and be prepared to explain the elements included.]

Suggested Websites:

www.gardendigest.com/zen/index.htm
www.poetseers.org/spiritual_and_devotional_poets/buddhist
www.buddhanet.net/e-learning/dharmadata/fdd.35.htm
www.buddhist-artwork.com
www.buddhist-temples.com
www.sacred-destinations.com/sacred-sites/buddhist-temples.htm
www.artlex.com
www.religionfacts.com/buddhism/things/mandalas.htm
www.exoticindiaart.com
www.simhas.org/sites/html
yoga.about.com

http://www.lifepositive.com
buddhism.about.com

www.buddhaweb.org
www.asianonlinerecipes.com
asiarecipe.com

www.orientalfood.com
