           Film Critique    [image: image1.emf]

    
A Film Criticism Method

Film represents not only a vision of the world by the artists, but also reflects your own relationship to the world around you.  An objective “reading” of any film is necessary in understanding its “text” and what it reveals about that relationship. This method of film criticism requires that you view the film from both the director’s perspective and your own, then attempt to analyze how the film affects you, and how it is designed to affect the viewer. You will choose one film from the attached list for study. Then you will compose and submit, on the prearranged due date, an analytical research paper in which the following aspects of art criticism are addressed. [Your paper must cite no fewer than six sources (textbooks and encyclopedias not allowed, only 3 internet sources allowed) must include an annotated Works Cited list as well as text citations, and must conform to standard MLA format.]
I.  Initial Impression (10%)
View the film once. Then quickly record your notes and initial impressions. Consider the following questions:

 What was your initial, unedited reaction to this film? 

 What emotions did it evoke (Did it make you sad, invigorated, uncomfortable, bored?)

 Why do you think you reacted in this manner to this particular film?

 What did the film “say to you”? (Bear in mind that this does NOT necessarily need to match your perception of the artists’ objective.)

II.  Description (10%)
Describe, briefly and objectively, the plot of the film.

III. Background Research (30%)

Research the historical time period/event featured in the film. What is the “backdrop” against which the event(s) in your film are dramatized? This step is essential and should be completed before any analysis is attempted. 

IV. Analysis (40%)
View the film for a second time keeping in mind the following topics for analysis:
1. Groups: Part A: What are the primary identity groups (ethnic, class, gender, profession, etc.)? Are they
        represented by “design” or do they just “happen” to be present? Part B: List 5 generalizations the 

film makes about all members of these groups.  
2.  Narrative Dilemma: Part A: Cite the central narrative dilemma for the protagonist(s). (This should be in the form of a question, ex: Will the incredibly naive little girl in the red cloak wake up and realize that the very persuasive “wolf” is really a cad and find happiness continuing to deliver goodies to her elderly relative?)  Part B: Is this dilemma “identity” based (would more likely happen to the group represented...in the director’s view) or is it “general” (could happen to anyone in that situation)?
3.  Title: Part A: Why was this title chosen for the film (Titles are usually decided upon at the film’s completion.)?  How was it meant to “sell” the film?  Part B: How does the title make you feel when you say it (aggressive, poetic, melancholy...)?  Part C: Retitle the film to more accurately reflect its content or purpose.
4.  Thrust: Part A: In no more than 2 sentences, describe the central “thrust” of the film, ex: “It warned me....it appealed for....it condemned...it celebrated....it honored....”  Part B: Did it tell you something you needed to know or did it assume you should already know this?
5.  Argument: In no more than 5 concise sentences, argue in your own words what the director was trying to say in the film. Do NOT summarize the film (you’ve already done that...) or use the names of characters.  This is a summary of your understanding of the message of the film.
IV. Judgment (10%)
Compare this film with others of the same topic, genre, director....and evaluate its effectiveness based upon your perception of the director’s objective.

Extra Credit (10 points) Arrange with one of your classmates/family members to view the same film. Discuss your responses to Section IV, explain how they differed, and why you believe you varied in your interpretation.
Film List
The Return of Martin Guerre (1982, French with English subtitles) [Medieval man returns home...is it really him?]
The Lion in Winter (1968) [Henry II, Eleanor of Aquitaine, and their dysfunctional family...]
Becket (1964) [Becket vs. friend, Henry II]
Henry V (1989) [Battle of Agincourt and marriage of the French and English thrones]
A Man for All Seasons (1966) [Sir Thomas More’s struggle with his conscience]
Elizabeth R (1968, BBC TV) [Still the best portrayal of the famous Tudor queen]
Lady Jane (1986) [Tragic tale of Edward VI’s cousin who was queen for nine days]
The Agony and the Ecstasy (1965) [Michelangelo vs. Julius II]
Girl with the Pearl Earring (2004) [Fictionalized account based on Vermeer’s famous painting]

1492: Conquest of Paradise (1992) [Famous voyage…probably most accurate]
Luther (2003) [Luther and the early years of the Reformation]

The Last Valley (1970) [Thirty Year’s War...]
Cromwell (1970) [Best portrayal of a complicated man...]
The Madness of King George (1994) [George III descends into insanity...]

Amazing Grace (2006) William Wilberforce’s efforts to end slavery in the British Empire…]
Gulliver’s Travels (TV, 1996) [Best version of the Swift classic]
Mutiny on the Bounty (1935.) Or (1985) [Best versions of the classic nautical drama, two views of brutal leadership]
Amadeus (1984) [Wonderful portrayal of Mozart in the court of Josef II of Austria]

Barry Lyndon (1975) [Long…but excellent portrayal of 18th century warfare and class differences]
Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice (miniseries, 1995); Sense and Sensibility (1995); 
Persuasion (1995); Emma (1996); Mansfield Park (1999). [Early 19th C. English social life...]

Amistad (1997) [The harsh realities of the mercantilist African slave trade]
Mrs. Brown (1997) [What if Queen Victoria really did have an affair with Mr. Brown?]

The Leopard (1963) [Sicilian life and Italian unification…]
The Elephant Man (1980) [Tragic tale of the treatment of the afflicted in Victorian England]
Zulu (1964) [Famous confrontation between trapped British soldiers and Zulu warriors]
Howard’s End (1992) [19th C. English class differences]

1900 (1976) [Italian Communist Party and rise of the Black Shirts]
The Last Emperor (1987) [Beautiful telling of the story of the last Chinese emperor]
Breaker Morant (1980) [The true story of soldiers in the Boer War used as scapegoats by the British Army]
Titanic (1997) [Epic version of ill-fated voyage; superb portrayal of class differences]
Michael Collins (1996) [Best movie on the Irish patriot]
The Shooting Party (1984) [English class system immediately prior to WWI]
Paths of Glory (1957) [Hopelessness of WWI]
Gallipoli (1981) [Tragic WWI battle...]
All Quiet on the Western Front (1930) [Best version of the WWI classic]
Reds (1981) [Story of Jack Reed, American journalist who witnessed the Bolshevik Revolution]
Dr. Zhivago (1965) [Based on Pasternak novel, sweeping epic against the backdrop of the Bolshevik Revolution]
Chariots of Fire (1981) dir. [True story of two British runners in the 1924 Olympics]
Cabaret (1972) [Decadent Berlin between the wars]
Empire of the Sun (1987) [British boy in Japanese prisoner of war camp]
Seven Years in Tibet (1997) [German soldier spends war with Dali Lama]
Garden of the Finzi-Continis (1970) [Italian Jewish family during Mussolini’s rule]
The Wannsee Conference (1984) [Meeting to set policy for the Holocaust; German version is the best]
Aurevoir les Enfants (1987) [French boarding school hiding a Jewish boy during WWII]
Life is Beautiful (1998, It.) [Also about the Holocaust in Italy]
Olympia (1936) [Dir. Leni Riefenstahl’s tribute to the 1936 Berlin Olympics]
Empire of the Sun (1987) [British boy in Japanese prisoner of war camp]
The Pianist (2003) Roman Polanski, dir. [Musician eludes Nazis by hiding in ruins of the Warsaw Ghetto]
Bridge on the River Kwai (1956) [British WWII POW’s are forced to build a bridge under harsh conditions for their Japanese captors]

Bataan (1943) [One of the best war films ever…WWII battle for the Pacific]

Battle of Britain (1969) [Classic use of original aircraft]

The Longest Day (1962) First, and some say best, movie about D-Day
The Great Escape (1963) [WWII allied POW’s attempt to escape a Nazi prison camp]
Sophie's Choice (1982) [A mother’s terrible choice during the Holocaust; based on Styron’s novel of the same name]
Judgment at Nuremberg (1961) [Famous post-WWII trials]
The Best Years of Our Lives (1946) [traumatic adjustments that three returning veteran servicemen experienced in the aftermath of World War II.] 
Eleni (1985) [Greek mother tries to save her children from the Communist takeover; true story based on son’s memoirs]
Z (1969) [Overthrow of the modern Greek democracy]
U-571 (2000) [Realistic portrayal of life on a sub]
Fat Man and Little Boy (1989) [About the Manhattan Project]
Pollock (2000) [Story of the tortured artist and the post-war art scene]
Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964) [Cold War satire...Classic!]
Full Metal Jacket (1987) [Paris Island training during the Vietnam era and the TET offensive]
Platoon (1986) [Oliver Stone’s cynical view of the cruelties of the Vietnam War]

Hamburger Hill (1987) [Brutal rendition of the exploits of 101st Airborne in early days of Vietnam]

The Killing Fields (1984) [Cambodian Holocaust…features actor who actually survived the e

